
Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
UDL provides a set of principles and guidelines to ensure that ALL students have equal opportunities to learn while maintaining high achievement standards.  With UDL, curriculum is designed to give educators the strategies, tools and instructional materials they need to effectively teach diverse learners, including gifted students, English language learners and students with disabilities. As a result, all students will have the challenges and supports they need for meaningful access to the curriculum and assessments that accurately measure their knowledge. UDL facilitates inclusion and also benefits students in special education classes.
UDL provides (1) multiple and flexible methods of presentation of the curriculum to give students with diverse learning styles various ways of acquiring information and knowledge (e.g., using videos, audio books, software with built-in comprehension supports, etc.); (2) multiple and flexible means of expression to provide diverse students with alternatives for demonstrating what they have learned (e.g., letting students show what they know with voice recording, graphic displays, written tests with built-in options, etc.); and (3) multiple and flexible means of engagement to tap into diverse learners’ interests, challenge them appropriately, and motivate them to learn (e.g., varying levels of challenge to prevent boredom and frustration, tying work to real-world examples, etc).  

Forty national organizations, including the National Education Association and the American Federation of Teachers, are working together as the National UDL Task Force to incorporate UDL into the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA- known as No Child Left Behind) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). NDSS was the driving force behind the creation of this Task Force and leads its efforts. For more information on the Task Force see www.udl4allstudents.com. The following are some Task Force accomplishments:

· The U.S. Office of Special Education Programs published a UDL Toolkit for educators.
·  UDL provisions have been incorporated into the Higher Education Act of 2008 to improve teacher preparation. 

· UDL is described in a U.S. Department of Education guidance as a recommended use for stimulus funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

ACTION STEPS:
· Learn more about UDL at www.cast.org and www.udlcenter.org . Also, see a parent guide at http://www.ncld.org/publications-a-more/parent-advocacy-guides/a-parent-guide-to-udl. 

· Share UDL Fact Sheets with educators, administrators, policy makers and other families. The Fact Sheets are at http://www.advocacyinstitute.org/UDL/faqs.shtml.[image: image1.png]



